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Open for bookings from 4t July onwards — visit the website for availability

Well, here we are again. The annual refit duties have caught up with us for 2025 so on Monday
16" June Baden Powell set sail on her voyage round to Crab Marsh Boatyard in Wisbech on the
River Nene. This time a new route was plotted using what is known as the ‘fishermans cut’ across
the shallows near West Stones Buoy. It worked perfectly (while keeping a constant and
somewhat nervous eye on the depth sounder!) and saved possibly up to two hours sailing time
over the route out to Outer Ferrier Sand off Heacham in order to round Old Bell Middle and set
the course across the Wash for the mouth of the River Nene. The day was beautiful with an
absolute flat calm sea. Cross Keys Bridge was at Sutton Bridge was opened for us and we got to
the boat yard in plenty of time to be lifted out. Once on the hard the industrial pressure washer
was put into action and the boat’s bottom cleaned in no time ready for a few days hard work by
the volunteers who keep the boat running.

Out she comes The dirty work! Beginning to look better

So what do we do while the boat’s out of the water? Here’s a list of jobs this time; clean the
bottom and all painted surfaces, examine carefully and apply any caulking required, prime then
paint the hull with special marine paints, and apply by hand two coats of anti-foul paint to the



bottom (not our favourite job!). The deck is also primed and re-coated with deck paint. The
shrouds (the rigging that holds up the mast) are oiled and tightened, the forestay threads are
greased and tightened, the anode is replaced, stop cocks checked, the transducers (they send
signals to the depth sounder readouts) are thoroughly cleaned and coated with a special
transducer anti-foul paint, and then onto the engine where belts, filters, hoses, drive shaft,
impellor, and battery cables are all inspected and replaced/cleaned as necessary. The electronic
chart plotter is updated, the emergency flares expiry dates checked and finally the first aid kits
are checked and sorted.

In addition to all that we have removed the rudder — an extremely heavy item — and are replacing
the rudder heel pin and bush because we had noticed a slight vibration being transmitted
through the tiller.

Impressive list isn’t it? Lot’s of work happily carried out by the volunteers who make up the
boat’s ground and sailing crew.
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Our fame spreads! This post by a chap doing a solo charity
run around the UK was spotted on Facebook. He is raising

money for the Exeter and Devon Scouts.

morning. Its name caught my eye as | am raising money
for the Exeter and Devon Scouts.

The small print says it is a classic style double ended
cockling boat and it's the last of its type. Not too sure
what a double ended cockling boat is other than it might
have something to do with cockles.
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We had superb coverage in the quality KL Magazine in early Spring. An excellent video was
produced by them in addition to a comprehensive article on the history of this classical King’s
Lynn built boat. Here’s the link: www.kimagazine.co.uk/articles/baden-powell



Goodbye Dr Paul.

June was a nostalgic time for all involved with the Baden
Powell. Our long-time chair, Dr Paul Richards, stepped
down. Dr Paul’s commitment to the promulgation of the
history of King’s Lynn is very well known and the King’s
Lynn Worfolk Boat Trust has been honoured and extremely
fortunate to have him as Chair for many years. It’s
goodbye, but not farewell. He assures us he will still take a
keen interest in the boat through his work as a trustee of
True’s Yard Fisherfolk Museum.

Hello Councillor Paul Kunes

Hello to our new chair, Councillor Paul Kunes, equally well
known in Lynn as a Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West
Norfolk councillor for over 10 years.

An interestng visitor on the South Quay pontoon recently was the Doonhamer dredger. The boom
at the bow can lower to a 14 metre depth and high pressure water is pumped out which loosens
the sediment in a shipping channel and allows the tidal current to carry the sediment away. She
was on a stopover for a

couple of nights on her _— E——

voyage from the south
coast up to the Mersey.




PS — origin of the name ‘Doonhamer’ is in Scotland where people from Dumfries are referred to as
doonhamers (down home)

To end this edition of our newsletter, here is a beautiful poem written by Alison Dunhill which she
read at Ken Hill’s memorial celebrations. Ken was one of the original stalwarts who worked on
the rebuilding of Baden Powell after her rescue.

River by Alison Dunhill

Milk blue scrolls of waves
unfurl through surface eddies
and continue their current

in crucible whirlpools.

White water swells blue

in a violin neck curling.

Near the sea of reeds,

a white heron high-steps

on the black mud bank,

as cormorants arrow

the river’s exact horizontal.
Seagulls white-stud the banks
before their slopes slip.

Sand banks shine sun onto
sorrel-surrounded land pools
that swell in the water’s overlapping




