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HERITAGE OPEN DAY, SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 10

An Ed Clayton picture

Baden Powell is back in her comfort zone – the River Great Ouse. She’ll be at the
South Quay pontoons as part of Heritage Open Day, organised with consistent flair by
King’s Lynn Civic Society to demonstrate the variety and importance of our town’s
amazing heritage.
We’ll be using the occasion to highlight how boatbuilding, fishing, trading and
exploration played a vital role in establishing King’s Lynn as a major east coast port
over the past thousand years.
King’s Lynn people like Captain George Vancouver, Lieutenant Samuel Gurney
Cresswell and Friar Nicholas discovered new coastlines in their voyages: Margery
Kempe authored a medieval account of her life in King’s Lynn and pilgrimages abroad:
Henry Bell brought a fresh approach to the town’s architecture, and countless others
played a role in the development of the town.

The Baden Powell will be a means of making that heritage known to all who
come aboard and see how the town has developed over the years from a viewpoint that
has previously been available to few people.
We will also have the opportunity to invite our passengers to join us in keeping
the boat in good condition summer and winter. While we have reached a key objective
in getting her back in the water, there are steps to take before the Baden Powell can
fulfill her role. Buying and rigging sails, for instance, and meeting the variety of new
regulations that have been introduced over the 117 years since she was first launched
into the River Nar in 1900 by Walter Worfolk, watched by his schoolboy sons Gerald
and William.
On Heritage Open Day we shall announce the winner of the ‘Guess BP’s weight’
competition, and announce how much was raised to help complete the work in hand.
There may even be a trip on the river for the winner, as well as the £30 prize. The
pontoons look set to be very busy however, with three vessels engaged in the work of
the Eastern Inshore Fisheries joining us on public show.
WHAT HAPPENS NOW?
Further work will take place on the usual Wednesday volunteer team sessions, but we
are now in a position to offer trips on the river in the Baden Powell for those who are
keen to get out there before the major programme starts up next year.
Bear in mind the variables that govern such a trip:
 It must start within 90 minutes either side of a high tide, which varies daily
(Search ‘tide times kings lynn’)
 It will last one hour, including boarding and leaving
 There is no toilet on the Baden Powell
 Up to eight passengers can be accommodated on each trip
 Our volunteer skipper and crew must be available
 Donations of £20 per passenger are expected towards the work of the Trust
 The weather must be reasonable.
Phone the Tourist Information Centre at the Custom House to make a request
(01553 763044), and then you will be contacted to discuss arrangements, which will still
need to be confirmed on the day to check that the weather is suitable.

The Phillida Touch

One of our stalwart supporters,
Phillida Smith, who sailed around
Europe with her late GP husband
Roderick in their own boat earlier
in her life, got up close and
personal with the Baden Powell
last month. There is ingenuity
forming to get her aboard for a sail
before long. Dr Paul Richards
(left) and Ken Hill are wondering
how it might be achieved.
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